A comparison of high-energy accelerator depth dose data.
Accurate depth dose information is necessary for the use of high-energy radiotherapy photon beam units. It would be useful, therefore, to have one set of published data available for each different type unit manufactured to which physicists can compare their measured data. Pertinent questions are raised regarding the similarity between accelerators and their central axis depth dose characteristics, the availability of adequate published central axis depth dose data, and the minimum amount of data needed to determine the applicability of published data to a particular machine. Data taken by the Radiological Physics Center (RPC) for 4-10 MV units are analyzed and compared with published data in an attempt to answer these questions.